»®

G)Lﬁa Galaog f,l: amgj_{. Qaudd 9 CoS> wb’):-‘so.l.ciol.lms
VPO Obls - OF 4l p33 0 lo— padons JLo
T sl psle olKn 55, il clo
3y Lasly ooa5 0 1 ghmn e
sl (oo 13 g
Sl ola i gaass w9 2l 2! e

&y 20l glas!
(B s ol gty 5 28T o s i) gild Lo o
(3 aade o o slal) elisca ally
(USls 563 dln g3y i) ol 3T 3 gmms
(0,5 o305 sel) Loyl o
CEL I 3 203 ) 03 e
CELp 10 3 A0 o) sy !
(K2l 503 e ool 5 g2 ilanan Lioydoses
(gbre s psle din sy oy saip o sil) (g3l Lasly aiyo
(Ko p lalllan 5 sl e oK g3y Sloslosd 503 sel) uglor  Bkaes
gt WAV CFNNF 00 OVY sy oo iy Sin 8 U (shypd WAV T+ 1Y g0 g bl sl il sy (6]l oS 4,23
AL (R 5e god ) o ) ol 0 g aS WAV IVE 550 adm 3 sl (slao - Lo
«Philosopher's INdex) lex ane oL s aslleaiss oy
(SID) plSsls slgz sale AT, HISO) ok ol ke sl ol
(NOOIMAES) 35  samass Sos oSSl 5 (Magiran) 28 b 25 Sledbl i

http:// hikmatisramags.r usTe ¢ as ssa 55 Sl 25 Slals
e 3l B 5o ales
Sl gola lanl g
ool (sikgo 1 famis 5 3
oyl 525 550 1,50
oobe DR Sy e s aih el s el (Ml sy s il UL (R ¢l s (55750 VO 033 LS
LY TVIAGYYN 155555 5 0,36 - VA0 WO 1 iy (o
israhikmat@yahoo com : S 1 oy http:// WWW isramags ir syl a1

—_— S


http://hikmat.isramags.ir/
http://www.isramags.ir/
mailto:israhikmat@yahoo.com

OB My sloinaly o Yo doliogu
3G bt a5 atali sy 13 5 AL aS ol SV (5] s o pus] CanSm aslild
Ll il
25 Cule) 1) Ll SIS 5 gkl Dol ¢ Jloyl llis js ol sl
Al el ) ol 4 Ol 6l el Ol 5 b dlie )
Bl 48 00 ) S s callie o Y
Pl 5 sl i 8535155 by Il allie Y
Lro3l5ulS 5 (adS YO * 55 1) )8 U S callio ()26 1 dmies
e s 8 0Ll 53 5 (6 S e o ctadis
Sl eslass b g amir ol 55 (ol Ob-Mawsl 3N gadslas 5 eiog lacigl ¥
5 53 Jeis
LIS JolS lastie b allis s JolS S g 5 B oy 5 4 s elel 10
o3yl lis bl ) (Solplb ol Ll s - 55
@3l) tisle (o fal> L2l Lo oty (Solsls ob) tallis 20 55 auie Sliasedus 0gu .l
AYYY o ) ATAY (AT
pebs S ygd 5 Laallde 5 LS Dliasln L3 5 g5l 0
Oygo 5 o pie ((DOID (559) QLS ylgie (LS L2l JLu) oinss ol o Slgils b ils
Sl Cog 5 Jome <2k b oz 5
Q326 b o e Kl loren (a0 b allie [lacil Jlw) cdrusgs pb o Solgls ol wallie
lorio Ll 8 les o L2l 890 (bOI )
._sj.faa.sw.ﬂ\x:méu)\;élrjj\ ‘Qti‘))}r-ijs(j} QQTJAJSSLglj 4
3l Loaly sbid dgls 5 66 L e on cbaasliplly 51 455 slaallie .V
Wl 2,25 gl 5 4 o a4l 5 38 SIS Coley 4 by o callie Ol A
sl ST e o)) gladdlis Lasels 5 ol s s aslidlas .4
OB 5 syl (gl ameilim 5ol ais-lils allie J gims 8ins 55 <5l odiens 55 nadlis Ao 55 .\
Dy At Sl 53 JAL s
03 p0s hagh el dlie (WlllS S5 5 spmpe SIS 5 baex 5 dadlas )
gl 03
ol @ oo oS g5y S 5 wlolow o 3 o 31 L aolilad a4 allie JLuol N Y
g0 g 0 0\Sel hittp: / / www.isramags.ir


http://www.isramags.ir/

Tabel of contents /oy 3

19 (1 9 il i 3 i e i Aoy €292 (i D19 § €(S29279 S g pad (sl () 30
A/ el G2l Sy | 29 S i o 30yt
e Obgge dozme b | Lol (Shgadoome |y e b
A Comparative Analysis of the Doctrines of "Existential Interpenetration” and the "Personal Unity
of Being" as the Philosopher's Account of the Relation Between the Necessary and the Contingent:
With a Focus on Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s ‘Aglaniyyat al-Shuhtid / 5

Yaser Hoseinpour | Mohammad Mahdi Aminnia |  Sayyed Mohammad Marvian

TV / (o oo dadhs 0oy 3 31 dvals Cilbo3 Mo A a0 9093 3 ¢ Atk 3 (31 plasl oeise sl
e | Slhliles sl
The Feasibility of the Types of Proof in Philosophy: A Rereading of the Theory of
General Concomitances from Allameh Tabataba'i’s Perspective / 33

Ehsan Kermanshahani |  Ali Dalir

SV 1 polandysd 3 (3l 3 il g Solking p25 (591500 g (S et i~ 33 v Licd (53965 Sbi )
L (ool Loyasme
Cognition in Avicennian Wisdom and an Analysis of Distortions and Doubts Regarding
It in the Contemporary Era/ 63
Mohammadreza Ershadinia

A0 / (i 55 sibad g dbophd i g (bl Bphie (g AT Igy 13 i (it e Siblay
Sl e e
A Comparative Approach between the Intellect in the Traditions as the First Created
Being, the Plotinian Intellect, and the Mystical Merciful Breath / 91
Mahdi Hasan Ahangari

WY/ Ao Cuand (iU sl (53kto gl 39 g2 i3y (550 i Sl SO 5333
3)8 () Josro
A Critical Assessment of Physical Multiverse Theories Based on the Ontological
Foundations of Transcendent Theosophy / 119
Mohammad Heydarifard

VOO / (iligd Al g oalyld
I I I
Farabi and Greek Philosophy /151
Dimitri Gutas | Translator: Seyyed Asif Ehsani

WY 7 @labeid!






Researh Article

X 2

1E 00 Gliuli- OF oyl - 09 6 jlau - paszsd Jlw

dlilad

C:‘il alra jfliklt’[&f eighteenth year - no. 53 - summer 2026

A Comparative Analysis of the Doctrines of "Existential
Interpenetration” and the "Personal Unity of Being" as the
Philosopher's Account of the Relation Between the
Necessary and the Contingent: With a Focus on Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli’s ‘Aqlaniyyat al-Shuhuad

Yaser Hoseinpour' (#)| Mohammad Mahdi Aminnia® ()] Sayyed Mohammad Marvian?
1. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad (0945385439@iau.ir)

2. PhD Student in Modern Theology at Navvab University (m.m.aminnia@gmail.com)
3. PhD student in Islamic Philosophy , Navab University (marvian3@gmail.com)

Abstract

The "Personal Unity of Existence" (Wahdat al-Shakhsiyah li-l-Wujtid), an axiom of Islamic mysticism, has been
subject to various interpretations. According to the prevailing interpretation, existence is exclusively restricted to
the infinite Essence of God, thereby negating the reality of any other existent. Muslim philosophers predominantly
substantiate the personal unity of existence through the "Argument from Infinity" (Burhan al-Latanahi), positing
that the infinite existence of God intrinsically precludes the possibility of any other existence.

Conversely, Professor Fayyazi introduces the theory of "Existential Interpenetration" (Tadakhul-i Wujudi).
While affirming the infinitude of God's existence, he dismisses any supposed contradiction between Divine
infinity and the existence of other entities, arguing that creatures are subsumed within the expanse of God's
infinite existence. From his perspective, the theory of existential interpenetration serves as the sole valid
framework for elucidating how the multiplicity of creation is realized amidst the Creator's infinity.

In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, in the first volume of his treatise The Rationality of Intuition (Aglaniyyat-
i Shuhud), critiques the theory of interpenetration while upholding the Argument from Infinity as the
singular sound proof for the personal unity of existence.

Employing a descriptive-analytical method through a library-based approach centered on The Rationality of
Intuition, this study investigates and evaluates these two theoretical paradigms. The findings demonstrate that,
in light of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s objections, the theory of existential interpenetration fails to reconcile the
concept of infinite existence with the negation of other existents alongside God. Consequently, the Argument
from Infinity remains conclusive, definitive, and philosophically sound in establishing its claim regarding the
personal unity of existence.
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Extended abstract

Ontological theories in Islamic philosophy regarding the relationship between the Necessary
Being (God) and contingent beings have consistently represented one of the most profound
debates within the intellectual tradition. Here, four macro-approaches can be identified. First,
the theory of philosophers prior to Transcendent Theosophy, such as Avicenna, posits that the
multiplicity of beings is accepted as distinctly differentiated, where the Necessary Being and
contingent entities exist in a composite and distinct manner. Second, the theory of the gradation
of existence (Tashkik al-Wujud), introduced in Transcendent Theosophy, depicts beings within
a simple continuum ranging from intense to weak degrees, asserting that objective realization
is exclusive to existence while quiddities are mental abstractions. Third, the theory of the
personal unity of existence (Wahdat al-Wujud al-Shakhsi), which has mystical roots and was
adopted by Mulla Sadra, strictly denies the gradation of existence. According to this
perspective, all beings exist by a single absolute existence, and gradation occurs only within its
manifestations; this absolute existence is infinite, meaning no degree of existence can be
negated from it. Fourth, the novel theory of "existential interpenetration” (Tadakhul al-Wujudi),
proposed by Master Fayyazi, suggests that the infinite existence of God and multiple contingent
beings-possessing real, distinct existences-are realized in an interpenetrating manner. This
theory attempts to reconcile God's infinity with the real multiplicity of creatures by positing
that creatures have interpenetrated into the expanse of God's infinite existence.

The central challenge addressed in this research is the critical evaluation of the personal unity
of existence against the theory of existential interpenetration, specifically relying on Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli's monumental text Aglaniyyat-e Shuhud (Rationality of Intuition). Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli meticulously critiques various rational arguments traditionally established to
prove the personal unity of existence. Arguments such as receptional unity (Wahdat Qabili) are
rejected because they fail to distinguish between the concept of existence and its objective
referent. Similarly, arguments based on the negation of contingency from existence, the
negation of substantiality and accidentality, and the self-sufficiency of absolute existence are
systematically dismissed for assuming the external realization of absolute existence before
proving it. Consequently, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli concludes that these philosophical proofs are
logically flawed and that the only valid reasoning capable of demonstrating the personal unity
of existence is the "argument of infinity" (Burhan-e Bi-nahayat).

The argument of infinity operates on the foundational premise of God's absolute infinity,
utilizing the philosophical rule of the simple reality (Basit al-Hagigah). The logical formulation
posits that the Necessary Being is a simple reality, and every simple reality is infinite; therefore,
the Necessary Being is infinite. Building upon this, the argument asserts that an infinite
existence inherently leaves no ontological room for any other independent existence. Thus, the
realization of any existence other than God would necessitate a limitation in God's existence
and a deprivation of some existential perfection, rendering the infinity of God mutually
exclusive with the existence of anything else.

In stark contrast, the theory of existential interpenetration is built upon distinct philosophical
presuppositions, including the real multiplicity of existence, a specific interpretation of the
principality of existence where quiddities also have external realization, the reality of non-
existence, and the attribution of quiddity to the Necessary Being. Master Fayyazi argues that
God's infinity encompasses all realms of being without necessitating the negation of creatures.
Instead, creatures, while maintaining their real and independent existence, are situated along
the longitudinal axis of God's existence, interpenetrating without composition or admixture,
much like light interpenetrating a crystal. He suggests that since existential interpenetration is
a rational possibility, the argument of infinity cannot definitively negate the existence of
contingent beings.

However, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli poses four formidable critiques against the theory of
existential interpenetration. First, he highlights the incompatibility of interpenetration with the
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immutability of the Divine essence. Because created things are originated and contingent, any
interpenetration with them would also be an originated phenomenon, which is entirely
impossible within the immutable essence of God. Second, interpenetration contradicts the
absolute simplicity of the Exalted Necessary. The realization of another independent existence,
even if interpenetrating, necessitates a form of distinction and limitation in the Divine existence,
conflicting with His infinite and simple essence. Third, the theory conflicts with the rule of
emanation or modes (Tasha'un) established in Transcendent Theosophy, which posits that
cause and effect are not two independent existences and their distinction is purely analytical,
whereas interpenetration relies on real causality and essential distinction. Fourth, Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli argues that assuming two independent existences in the ontological system
necessarily implies the finitude of both. Any multiplicity requires distinction, and distinction
inherently necessitates an existential limit, which outright contradicts the concept of infinity. If
an existence is distinct and negated from God, God becomes limited solely to His own
existence.

In conclusion, the present research demonstrates that the theory of existential interpenetration
fails to reconcile the infinite nature of God's existence with the acceptance of a real multiplicity
of beings. The theory suffers from a strategic weakness in its inability to provide a coherent and
philosophically sound explanation for the "infinity of existence". By denying any degree of
existence from the essence of God and positing an existential distinction between the Creator
and the creature, the theory inherently creates an existential limit, thereby denying the infinite
nature of the Necessary Being. Therefore, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's philosophical approach,
which strictly restricts the proof of the personal unity of existence through the argument of
infinity, remains logically solid and unparalleled. This argument successfully proves that true
infinite existence leaves absolutely no room for the 'other,' invalidating any possibility of
longitudinal or transversal multiplicity, and affirming the personal unity of existence as the only
viable conclusion.
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Abstract

The "types of proof" and their applicability in philosophy constitute a fundamental debate,
particularly within Transcedent Philosophy. This paper critically analyzes Allameh Tabataba'i's
restriction of philosophical proof to inni (a posteriori) proof via general concomitances,
alongside its critiques by contemporary commentators. Relying on the principle "that which
possesses a caused is known only through its cause" and the definition of philosophy's subject
matter, Allameh deems both inni proof based on specific concomitance and limmi (a priori)
proof impossible in resolving philosophical problems. He argues that proceeding from effect to
cause fails to yield certitude, and "existence qua existence" lacks an external cause. Conversely,
critics assert that inni proof yields certitude, citing the conflation between the realms of
assertion (ithbat) and reality (thubut), or proposing inni proof via knowledge by presence.
Furthermore, through frameworks like "conceptual-analytical causality," "inter-level
existential causality," "the reduction of general concomitances to limmi proof," and its
application in theology proper-while accepting "narrower essential accidents"-they attempt to
validate limmi proof in philosophy. Through a critical analysis, this study demonstrates that
these critiques particularly “conceptual-analytical causality” either misinterpret Allameh's
thesis or rely on foundational premises he rejects, rendering them foundational disagreements.

Keywords: inni proof, limmi proof, certitude, Allameh Tabataba'i, analytical causality, general
concomitances
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Extended abstract

Background and Purpose: The methodology and epistemic feasibility of the types of
demonstration (burhan) in metaphysics constitute one of the most foundational epistemological
and methodological inquiries within Islamic philosophy, in classical Aristotelian logic and
Islamic philosophy, demonstrative syllogisms are fundamentally categorized-based on the
ontological role of the middle term in the realm of reality (thubiit)-into two primary classes:

1 burhan limmi (demonstration propter quid / causal demonstration, which proceeds from
cause to effect and reveals both the existence and the causal reason of the conclusion) and

2.burhan inni (demonstration quia, which establishes merely the factual existence of the
conclusion). The latter is traditionally divided into dalil (the inference from an effect to its
cause) and inn mutlaq (absolute quia, comprising inferences from one effect to another through
a common cause, or inferences based on conceptual concomitants).

Against this classical backdrop, ‘Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i, in his
seminal works including Risalat al-Burhan, Nihayat al-Hikmah, and his critical glosses on al-
Asfar al-Arba‘ah, advanced a distinctive and controversial thesis: he asserted that within First
Philosophy (metaphysics proper), neither standard causal burhan inni nor burhan limmi is
viable.

Instead, the sole epistemological avenue for philosophical demonstration is strictly confined
to burhan inn1 via general conceptual concomitants (al-mulazamat al‘ammah). The primary
objective of this study is to provide a rigorous re-reading of ‘Allamah Tabataba’i’s doctrine,
conduct a critical analysis of the objections raised against it by his prominent commentators
and disciples (notably Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, and Professor
Gholamreza Fayyazi), and present a systematic defense of his stance grounded in the core
principles of Sadrian ontology.

Methodology and Formulation of ‘Allamah Tabataba’t’s Stance: ‘Allamah Tabataba’i’s
restriction of philosophical methodology rests upon two distinct arguments that systematically
negate both conventional burhan inni and burhan limmi:

1. Negation of Burhan Inni (Effect-to-Cause Inference): Invoking the fundamental
epistemological maxim "Dhawat al-asbab 1a tu‘raf illa bi-asbabiha" (Caused entities cannot be
truly known except through their causes), Tabataba’1 argues that a demonstration must
yield apodictic  certainty (yaqin). Because the existence of an effect is inherently dependent
upon and conditioned by its cause, epistemic certitude regarding an effect qua effect is
impossible prior to the knowledge of its cause.

Entertaining doubt regarding the cause necessarily implies the potential non-existence of the
effect itself. Thus, deducing the cause from the effect either fails to provide certainty or entails
vicious epistemic circularity (dawr). Consequently, both dalil and the first variety of inn mutlag
(effect-to-effect through a common cause) are disqualified from yielding philosophical
certainty.

2. Negation of Burhan Limmi (Cause-to-Effect Inference): A limmi demonstration requires
the middle term to serve in external reality as the cause of the inherence of the major term
(predicate) in the minor term (subject).

However, the subject of First Philosophy is "existent qua existent” (al-mawjtd bima huwa
mawjud)-the most universal and all-encompassing reality, outside of which no ontological
realm exists. Furthermore, the essential accidents (al-a‘rad al-dhatiyyah) demonstrated in
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metaphysics are co-extensive (musawi) with this subject. Therefore, the conclusions of
philosophical demonstrations encompass the totality of existence, precluding the possibility of
any external reality that could function as an ontological cause for universal existence or its co-
extensive attributes.

Findings and Critical Evaluation of Counterarguments :

Contemporary commentators have mounted several challenges to rehabilitate burhan inni and
burhan limmi in philosophy, which this study critically evaluates as follows:

1 .Certainty in Burhan InnT via Unique Causality and Separation of Epistemic/Ontic Orders:
Critics such as Mesbah Yazdi and Fayyazi maintain that when a cause is uniquely exclusive, or
when the order of discovery (ithbat) is distinguished from the order of being (thubiit), inferring
the cause from the effect yields certainty. In response, it is demonstrated that an effect is an
ontologically conditioned reality (wujud mashrit); apprehending a conditioned being without
verifying its condition is impossible even in the epistemic order. The exclusivity of the cause
does not eliminate this intrinsic ontological dependency.

2 Burhan Inn1 through Knowledge by Presence (‘ilm hudari*): It has been suggested that
presential intuition of an effect can lead to acquired conceptual knowledge (‘ilm husiili) of the
cause. However, in presential knowledge, the reality of the effect is pure relational existence
(wujad rabit), the intuition of which is impossible without simultaneously intuiting the
independent sustaining cause. Moreover, presential knowledge cannot directly configure the
propositional terms of a syllogism.

3 .Analytical Causality (al ‘illiyyah al-tahliliyyah) and the Tripartite Distinction (Concept,
Meaning, Referent):

posits that causal dependence between conceptual meanings (ma‘ani) within a single
external referent (misdaq) qualifies as burhan limmi. In rebuttal, this study establishes that
metaphysical predicates are "co-implicative" (mutasawiq) with being—meaning they apply to
the identical reality from the exact same aspect of predication (haythiyyat al-sidq), without any
real or analytical multiplicity in the objective realm (nafs al-amr). Analytical causality is
applicable only where multiple aspects of predication exist (such as matter and form). Claiming
semantic multiplicity in pure existence conflates the mental order of abstraction (intiza‘) with
the order of objective predication (sidq).

4 Causality Across Gradational Levels (tashkik) and Specific Accidents:

Critics argue that higher ontological levels cause lower ones, thereby enabling limmi
demonstrations. This critique, however, stems from an alternative baseline that accepts essential
accidents narrower than the subject (al-“arad al-dhati al-akhass), a position Tabataba’1 explicitly
rejects, as specific ontological strata fall outside the universal scope of First Philosophy.

5 Reduction of General Concomitants to Burhan Limmi: Attempting to reduce conceptual
co-necessity (wujub bi-al-qiyas) to an underlying ontological cause conflates general
conceptual concomitance with specific external causation and denies the reality of tasawugq.

Conclusion: ‘Allamah Tabataba’’s doctrine regarding the restriction of philosophical
methodology to burhan inni via general concomitants remains philosophically rigorous and
fully aligned with the fundamental tenets of Sadrian ontology. In this method, the intellect
moves purely through the conceptual analysis of co-implicative attributes of being,
transitioning from one universal concomitant to another without reliance on external causes or
forced analytical causation.
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Abstract

Raising doubts is one of the main goals of anti-philosophers of different eras in
confronting the totality of philosophical thought. Anti-philosophers in the
contemporary era are not exempt from this rule and have used this strategy by
focusing on the doubts surrounding the Sinavi philosophy in the two fields of
epistemology and ontology, in order to fuel an acute conflict with the whole of Islamic
philosophy. 1t is thought that by distorting phrases from Avicenna, regarding the
inability of the human intellectual system to study logical limits, it is possible to obtain
a confession from Avicenna and thereby promote the inability of all systems of Islamic
philosophy even to benefit minimally in the fields of rational knowledge.

Analyzing these doubts and showing the hidden and obvious purposes depends on
introducing the basic principle of knowledge in the Sinavi philosophical system,
which, despite the reputation of this school's emphasis on pure thought and purely
acquired science, intuition plays a fundamental role in Ibn Sina's explicit words, and
the doubts of impotence It refers Islamic philosophical systems to its source in
obtaining knowledge. Investigating these doubts in the realm of understanding the
essence of things and self-knowledge and purifying philosophical thought from these
deviations and fallacies is an important goal that will make us more familiar with the
epistemological foundations and intentions of famous philosophers such as Ibn Sina
and will help us reach the truth.
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Extended abstract

Opposition to philosophical thought has manifested in various forms throughout history;
however, the most prevalent and effective tactics have been the fabrication of objections and
the distortion of the philosophers' statements and intentions. In the contemporary era,
opponents of philosophy have employed this same strategy-focusing on objections regarding
Avicennian philosophy in the realms of epistemology and ontology-to cloak their all-out assault
on schools of Islamic philosophy in a veneer of rationality. They believe that by distorting
Avicenna’s statements concerning the limitations of the human intellect in formulating precise
logical definitions, they can extract an admission from him that serves to undermine
philosophical thought and methodology; they aim to conclude that Islamic philosophical
systems are incapable of yielding even minimal results in the spheres of rational and religious
knowledge. Analyzing these objections and revealing their underlying-and overt-agendas
requires an examination of the fundamental source of knowledge in Avicenna’s philosophical
system. Contrary to the common perception that this school rests solely on pure thought and
acquired knowledge (*ilm-i husuli*), Avicenna’s own explicit and unadorned statements reveal
that intuition plays a foundational role. It is precisely this clarity of expression that traces the
source of these objections-which portray Islamic philosophical systems as impotent in the
acquisition of knowledge-back to the very nature of that foundational principle. An analytical
examination of these objections-within the realm of grasping the essences of things and self-
knowledge-serves to purge philosophical thought of deviations, fallacies, and erroneous aims;
it familiarizes us with the epistemological foundations and objectives of renowned philosophers
such as Avicenna and aids us in attaining the truth.

Epistemological foundations play an unparalleled and undeniable role as the basis upon
which philosophical thought is constructed; they are also the starting point for correctly
grasping philosophical theories and formulating a sound worldview. Many self-styled
philosophers have gone astray in this field, becoming trapped in their own flawed
understandings and rising in opposition to the very essence of philosophical thought. Ibn Sina
has not been spared from this onslaught; certain detractors have sought to distort his
prominent epistemological views to serve their own anti-philosophical agendas and to
propagate specious, reason-undermining arguments against philosophical inquiry.
Consequently, the robust ideas of the "Chief Master" (Sheikh al-Ra'is) Ibn Sina have-across
various eras-been subjected to distortion and denial by those hostile to philosophy. Realizing
that a direct confrontation with Avicenna’s solid, rational positions would prove
counterproductive, these opponents have resorted to distorting his views, aiming to achieve
their ends by imposing specious arguments and presenting inverted interpretations of his
theories and foundational principles. Certain commentaries on the book *Al-Isharat wa-I-
Tanbihat*-which are, in reality, critiques intended to undermine the text-as well as polemical
writings published under the title *Hikmat-e Bu-Ali* (The Wisdom of Avicenna), bear witness
to this phenomenon. This reality is evident in the intense reaction to Ghazali’s approach toward
Avicennian philosophy-a reaction that prompted other Ash'arite opponents, such as Fakhr Razi,
to alter their tactics: under the guise of "explaining the intent" (*sharh-e maqsad*), they would
first distort the original objectives and then refute these very fabrications. This enabled them
to more easily achieve their ultimate goal-namely, dismantling the philosophical method and
prioritizing scriptural authority (*sam™) over reason and rational inquiry. This recurring
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stratagem persists in the modern era through similarly distorted claims. Merely contrasting
these self-righteous, one-sided interpretations with the actual texts of Ibn Sina suffices to
expose the frailty of the arguments, rendering further analysis unnecessary. The outcome of
such obfuscation and misrepresentation is the pursuit of agendas-such as virulent anti-
philosophism-aimed at stripping Islamic philosophy and wisdom of their substance. This reality
is observable in the primary sources of these misconceptions, such as the book *Hikmat-e Bu-
Ali* (The Wisdom of Avicenna). The oscillation between an unprincipled defense of Tbn Sina the
person-as opposed to his philosophical objectives-and the casting of doubt upon his actual
words, reveals the confusion plaguing anti-philosophical opponents throughout the history of
"incoherence" polemics (*tahafut-navisi*).

In this process, the claims and distorted interpretations that give rise to the alleged doubts
are first scrutinized and compared against the explicit text of Ibn Sina’s own words. This
comparison demonstrates that the distortion of clear statements-if it proves nothing else-
certainly reveals how detractors, whenever they wish, will fashion any weapon they please from
any statement, entirely disregarding logical or grammatical coherence.

The second step examines the inferences drawn from these distorted phrases and self-
contrived doubts-inferences that transform Ibn Sina from a philosophical figure into an anti-
philosophical one. This transformation relies on the notion that he lacks the philosophical
foundations essential to epistemology and, consequently, cannot be classified as a philosopher.

The third step presents the correct interpretation of the misused passages, grounded in Ibn
Sina’s own philosophical principles. This analysis addresses his epistemological method and its
core elements, as well as key Avicennian foundations-such as the role of intuition, even in the
formation of acquired knowledge (*ma'‘rifat-e husuli®).
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Abstract

In Shia traditions, there are noble hadiths that present intellect (‘aql) as the first created
being and the most obedient creature of God. These traditions, which subsequently refer to the
obedience of intellect to the divine command to "move away" and "draw near," carry a
profound meaning that necessitates even more serious contemplation. The primary concern of
this research is the interpretation of these traditions and approaching the intended meaning of
the Speaker [God].

When reviewing the legacy of divine philosophers, in the works of Plotinus we encounter a
creation called "Intellect" (Nous), which is situated at a level after the One—who stands at the
summit of the hierarchy of existence. The characteristics of the Plotinian Intellect closely
correspond to the "Compassionate Breath" (Nafas-e-Rahmani) in Islamic mysticism. This
research concludes that not only does the Plotinian Intellect and the Compassionate Breath in
mysticism share more than a mere verbal similarity with the intellect mentioned in the
traditions, but they also share a conceptual correspondence. This is because all three are
introduced as the first emanation and serve as a substrate for the extension and diffusion of the
Truth (God) throughout existence.

Using a descriptive-analytical method and by comparing the doctrine of the Plotinian
Intellect with the mystical Compassionate Breath, this paper has successfully mapped the
characteristics of the Plotinian Intellect, the Compassionate Breath, and the intellect mentioned
in the traditions as the first created being onto one another, thereby offering a clearer
understanding of "intellect" (‘aql) in Shia traditions
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Extended abstract

In Shi ‘i narrations, there is a well-known hadith attributed to Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (peace be
upon him), with a similar content narrated from Imam Msa al-Kazim (peace be upon him), in
which the Intellect (al- ‘ag/) is presented as the first created being and as the first emanation
from the Divine Essence. This creature is said to have been created from the highest ontological
station: it is described as being “on the right side of the Throne,” while its source is identified
with the Divine Essence itself, rather than even with the Divine Names and Attributes. The
profound semantic dimensions of this narration have led many scholars and thinkers to
investigate the nature of the Intellect referred to therein. Consequently, numerous theological,
philosophical, and even mystical commentaries have been written on this illuminating
narration, some of which have made significant contributions to understanding the nature of the
Intellect as the first created being.

What can therefore be established with certainty is that these narrations possess profound
meanings that call for more serious and sustained reflection. Interpreting these narrations in a
manner that brings us closer to the intended meaning of the Speaker constitutes the principal
concern of the present study. Accordingly, the author adopts a comparative methodology as a
step toward a deeper understanding of the true meaning of the Intellect in this narration, since
such an approach has been less frequently employed in relation to this particular narration and
offers greater comprehensiveness and, consequently, a greater possibility of approaching the
intended meaning of the Speaker.

One of the principal obstacles preventing the researcher from reaching the deeper meaning of
the Intellect as a sublime and simple created reality is the tendency to identify the Intellect in
this narration completely with the multiplicity of particular intellects (al- ‘uqil al-juz’iyya),
which constitute one of the levels of the human soul. Although the relationship between the
Intellect as a being at the summit of unity and the multiplicity of particular intellects is also
examined in this study, identifying the two completely and unconditionally would lead to a
misleading interpretation. Likewise, the terminological resemblance between the Intellect
mentioned in this narration and the Intellect in the works of Plotinus proved fruitful as a starting
point for a comparative and profound approach to understanding the meaning of the Intellect as
the first created being in Shi‘i narrations.

Against this background, the present study, employing a descriptive-analytical methodology
and drawing upon library-based sources, seeks, through the perspective of comparative
theology, to provide a clearer understanding of the Intellect in Shi‘i narrations as the first
emanation. In this endeavor, a review of the intellectual heritage of the Divine philosophers
leads us, in the works of Plotinus, to an entity designated as the Intellect (Nous), which occupies
the level immediately subsequent to the One (to Hen), situated at the summit of the hierarchy
of being. On the other hand, the characteristics attributed to the Plotinian Intellect correspond
to a remarkable degree with those of the Divine Breath (Nafas al-Rakman) in Islamic
mysticism.

In the first stage of this study, attention is directed to the characteristics of the One in Plotinian
theology and its correspondence with the station of the Divine Essence (magam al-Dhat)—the
Unseen of the Unseen (ghayb al-ghuyib)—in theoretical mysticism ( ‘irfan nazari). Given that
the noble narration likewise describes the Intellect as emanating from the station of the Divine
Essence, the scholarly hypothesis that identifies the Intellect mentioned in the narration with
the Plotinian Intellect and the Divine Breath is thereby strengthened.

Subsequently, by examining the characteristics of the Plotinian Intellect and the Divine
Breath—including their status as the first emanation, their absoluteness and lack of
determination, their supreme simplicity and unity at the level subsequent to the Divine Essence,
their function as the ontological medium through which all created beings come into existence,
and the nobility and exalted status attributed to this creature before the Lord—the research
develops further toward its intended conclusion. The study then examines, through various
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indications and arguments, the dimensions of difference, similarity, and even identity between
this Intellect, understood as a simple reality and a created being originating from the highest
ontological realm, and the particular intellects, whose characteristics and attributes are
mentioned in humerous narrations.

Finally, the findings obtained through the comparative examination of these concepts may be
summarized as follows:

1. A distinction exists between the Intellect presented in the central narrations of this study as
a simple and transcendent reality and the first created being, on the one hand, and the
multiplicity of particular intellects described and characterized in a number of narrations, on
the other. This distinction is supported by multiple indications found within the narrations
themselves.

2. A relationship nevertheless exists between this Intellect, understood as an absolute reality,
and the particular human intellects. In this sense, particular intellects can, by actualizing their
latent capacities, realizing the divine gifts deposited within the treasury of human reason, and
following the Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil), attain a form of unity with certain levels or
degrees of the Simple Intellect and the Divine Breath.

3. The principal and ultimate conclusion of this study is that the Plotinian Intellect and the
Divine Breath of Islamic mysticism do not merely share a verbal or terminological resemblance
with the Intellect described in the narrations as the first created being; rather, they also exhibit
a conceptual correspondence. This is because all three are presented as the first emanation and
as an ontological medium through which the Truth (al-Haqq) unfolds and extends throughout
existence.
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A Critical Assessment of Physical Multiverse Theories
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Abstract

Multiverse theories in contemporary physics and cosmology—particularly in the two
formulations of the “inflationary multiverse” and the “quantum mechanical multiverse”—have
redefined the structure of empirical reality by positing a plurality of physical worlds. The
fundamental problem of this study is the philosophical evaluation of these hypotheses based on
the ontological foundations of Transcendent Theosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah) and the
analysis of their implications for unity and multiplicity, existential individuation (tashakhkhus),
substantial motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), and the best possible order (al-nizam al-ahsan).
The main challenge in comparative studies lies in conflating physical explanations with
metaphysical ones and the equivocation of the term “world”; for spatiotemporal plurality and
causal independence in physics do not necessarily entail disparate plurality or ontological
independence in philosophy. Employing an analytical-critical method with a domain-
separation approach, this paper first reconstructs the physical import of the multiverse within
metaphysics and subsequently evaluates it against Sadrian principles. The findings indicate that
Transcendent Theosophy is not incompatible with the plurality of material worlds; rather,
through the application of the “fundamentality and gradation of existence” (asalat wa-tashkik
al-wujad) and especially “substantial motion,” it provides a framework to explain multiple
physical worlds as fluid degrees and extensions of a single material reality. Moreover, the
relation of multiverse plurality to the “best possible order and teleology” does not lead to the
negation of purpose; rather, through divine agency by satisfaction (al-fa‘iliyyah bi-l-rida) and
the universal effusion of existential grace, it portrays a more comprehensive manifestation of
divine providence within a coherent macro-system.

Keywords: Physical multiverse theories, Transcendent Theosophy, Concept of world,
Gradation of existence, Substantial motion, Best possible order.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

In contemporary theoretical physics and physical cosmology, multiverse hypotheses—
predominantly articulated in the frameworks of the “eternal inflation multiverse” and the
“quantum mechanical (Everettian) multiverse”—have fundamentally challenged and redefined
the classical conception of physical reality by positing a vast plurality of spatiotemporally
disjoint or branching universes. The core problem of this study is the critical philosophical
evaluation of these scientific hypotheses through the lens of the ontological principles of
Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliyah), founded by Mulla Sadra (Sadr al-Din al-
Shirazi).

A major methodological obstacle in existing comparative discourses is twofold: (1) the
conflation of physical explanation (which operates within empirical metrics and formal models)
with metaphysical explanation (which concerns the ultimate ground and modes of being), and
(2) verbal equivocation (ishtirak al-lafzi) regarding the term “world” (‘alam I universe). In
physics, a “universe” denotes an empirically bounded, causally closed spatiotemporal domain;
in metaphysics, however, “the world” encompasses the total order of extramental reality. Thus,
dynamic isolation or spatiotemporal multiplicitous branching in physics does not automatically
entail ontologically disjoint plurality. This research addresses the central question: What critical
possibilities, constraints, and explanatory refinements emerge when physical multiverse models
are evaluated against Sadrian ontological principles? The guiding hypothesis is that
Transcendent Philosophy presents no inherent metaphysical barrier to the plurality of material
worlds, provided that naturalistic interpretations—such as the dissolution of personal identity
and the reduction of teleology to blind statistical selection—are metaphysically re-evaluated.

2. Method

The study employs a descriptive-analytical and critical philosophical method based on the
principle of epistemic demarcation. The analytical framework proceeds in three systematic
stages:

1. Physical Exposition: Clarifying the core mechanics of (a) Everett’s Many-Worlds
Interpretation (MWI), wherein decoherence and the universal wave function entail branching
quasi-classical branches, and (b) Eternal Inflation, wherein stochastic quantum fluctuations of
the inflaton field generate topologically disconnected “pocket universes.”

2. Metaphysical Articulation: Formulating an evaluative matrix comprising five
foundational Sadrian principles: the Primacy of Existence (asalat al-wujud), Gradation of
Existence (tashkik al-wujud), Ontological Individuation (al-tashakhkhus bi-I-wujud),
Substantial Motion (al-harakah al-jawhariyyah), and the Best Possible World / Divine
Providence (al-nizam al-ahsan).

3. Critical Synthesis: Metaphysically mapping the physical premises (objective reality,
dynamic causal decoupling, horizontal plurality, and infinite proliferation) onto the Sadrian
matrix to resolve underlying ontological dilemmas.

3. Findings

The critical evaluation yields four key ontological findings:

Unity and Plurality: Under the Primacy and Gradation of Being, mathematical structures in
Hilbert space or inflationary quantum fluctuations cannot be granted objective reality merely
on formal grounds; extramental reality belongs solely to concrete existence (wujud). The
horizontal plurality of bubble universes or Everettian branches does not signify absolute,
disjoint ontological dispersion. Instead, the entire physical manifold constitutes the lowest
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ontological realm (‘alam al-maddah wa-l-tabi‘ah), which retains an essential longitudinal
dependence on the transcendent, graded unity of existence.

Individuation and ldentity: For Mulla Sadra, individuation is identical with the concrete
reality of existence itself, not an accidental addition to quiddity. Consequently, the Everettian
claim of “branching personal identity” commits an ontological fallacy by mistaking
qualitative/quiddative similarity for existential identity. Each physical branch represents a
numerically distinct existential locus; an individual self does not divide or multiply across
parallel branches.

Substantial Motion as Cosmic Dynamic: Physical transitions, inflation, and cosmic
evolution are ontologically explained as the fluid, substantial motion of material nature (al-
harakah al-jawhariyyah), where time is the fourth dimension of physical extension. Multiple
universes can be coherent extensions and intensified stages of this continuous, fluid material
reality rather than disconnected islands of being.

Teleology and the Best Order (al-Nizam al-Ahsan): The reliance on the multiverse to
explain fine-tuning via anthropic statistical selection over blind chance is metaphysically
insufficient. In Transcendent Philosophy, the plurality of material domains does not undermine
teleology; rather, under divine agency by satisfaction (al-fa iliyyah bi-1-rida) and the expansive
emanation of being (fayd), the multiplicity of physical worlds demonstrates a broader, more
magnificent manifestation of the Best Possible Order and divine wisdom ( ‘inayah).
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Abstract

This article examines al-Farabi’s relationship to Greek philosophy and shows how he succeeded
in reconstructing this heritage within a coherent philosophical system. Al-Farabi did not merely
reproduce the Greek heritage; rather, he reorganized its various elements within a new system. As
Dimitri Gutas demonstrates, four major principles play a fundamental role in this reconstruction:
analysis through division, a hierarchical system, the classification of the sciences, and the theory
of language. Al-Farabi transformed these principles, which in the Alexandrian Neoplatonic
tradition had been used primarily for the teaching of philosophy and the interpretation of
Aristotle’s works, into instruments for constructing a comprehensive system concerning reality.
In this system, the various levels of being, the intellects, the soul, the sciences, and human
communities are interconnected within a hierarchical structure. According to Gutas, the theory
of intellect, or noetics, lies at the center of this system and connects al-Farabi’s discussions of
metaphysics, anthropology, happiness, and politics. On this basis, al-Farabi locates human
perfection in the actualization of the intellect and the attainment of happiness, and he likewise
explains society and the city in relation to this same end. Politics, therefore, in his thought is
neither an independent nor a self-grounding discipline; rather, it is part of a system whose
ultimate end is the intellectual perfection of the human being. The article shows that, by drawing
upon Platonic and Aristotelian elements and reconstructing them within the framework of the
theory of intellect, al-Farabi transformed the meaning of politics and turned it from an
independent end of civic life into a means for realizing human happiness and intellectual life. This
transformation is also significant for understanding the limited place assigned to politics and its
marginalization within an important part of the philosophical tradition after al-Farabi.
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Extended abstract

This article asks about al-Farabi’s relationship to Greek philosophy and shows how he
succeeded in reconstructing this heritage in the form of a coherent and systematic philosophical
system. Al-Farabi did not merely repeat the Greek heritage; rather, he reorganized its various
elements within a new system. Gutas directly connects the philosophical origins of al-Farabi’s
thought to the Neo-Aristotelian school of Ammonius in Alexandria, a school that continued
among Syriac Christians after the Islamic conquest. This school, despite the common
designation “Neoplatonist,” was fundamentally Aristotelian, although it had adopted Plotinus’s
theory of emanation. Yahya ibn Haylan, al-Farabi’s teacher, and Matta ibn Y{nus, his senior
colleague in Baghdad, belonged to this tradition. Al-Farabi was educated in Baghdad in a
philosophical and pluralistic environment in which, following the translation movement, Greek
philosophical and scientific works had become widely available. He sought to present
philosophy as a coherent and independent system and to establish Neo-Aristotelianism as the
true philosophy.

For al-Farabi, Plato and Aristotle agreed in their philosophical purpose, but Aristotle
completed the philosophy that Plato had begun and grounded it on demonstration. Al-Farabi’s
works in this regard included editing and reworking translated Greek texts, writing scholastic
commentaries on Aristotle’s works, and, most importantly, creating his own philosophical
system on the basis of the Greek philosophical heritage. In constructing this system, he drew
on Neo-Aristotelian principles, especially “analysis through division,” Porphyry’s “Tree,” the
classification of the sciences, and the theory of language. Among these principles, division and
hierarchical classification were of particular importance. Porphyry’s classification of genera
and species, extending from the highest genera to the lowest species, became in al-Farabi’s
thought a model for systematizing reality as a whole, both at the ontological and at the social
level, such that each level was subordinate to the level above it and dominant over the level
below it.

The classification of the sciences in the school of Ammonius began with a precise and
systematic analysis of Aristotle’s works, and each Aristotelian treatise was regarded as
representing an independent field of study. Thus, the classification of Aristotle’s works
effectively became a classification of the sciences and of human knowledge. This classification
initially had a descriptive and pedagogical function, but it later acquired two further functions:
on the one hand, it acquired normative value, because it was regarded as reflecting the actual
structure of being; on the other hand, it acquired historical value, because it showed the
sequence of the development of the sciences in human history. Al-Farabi adopted this model
and its functions primarily through the translation of the treatise of Paul the Persian and made
it one of the foundations of his philosophical system.

Alongside the classification of the sciences, the theory of language also held an important
place in Alexandrian Neo-Aristotelianism. The study of the introductory works to the Organon,
especially Porphyry’s Isagoge, the Categories, and On Interpretation, led to attention to
questions of semantics, syntax, and semiotics, as well as concepts such as homonymy,
synonymy, derivation, noun, verb, and sentence. Al-Farabi likewise pursued this line of inquiry
and devoted works such as al-Alfaz al-Musta‘mala fi al-Mantiq and Kitab al-Huraf to these
questions; even in Risala fT al-'Aql, he examined the different meanings of the word “intellect.”
On the basis of these principles and the Greek texts available in Arabic, al-Farabi produced a
philosophical system in which the theory of intellect, or noetics, occupied the central position.
He regarded demonstration as the noblest part of logic and the Posterior Analytics as the center
of the Organon, and he considered the five kinds of argument—demonstrative, dialectical,
sophistical, rhetorical, and poetic—not merely as logical divisions, but as fundamental modes
of human thinking. Logic, therefore, ultimately became subordinate to ontological noetics.

In cosmology, al-Farabi combined Plotinus’s theory of emanation with the Ptolemaic
planetary system and produced a hierarchical structure in which noetics constituted the axis of
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the system. The emanation of the celestial spheres, intellects, and their souls depended on the
intellection of the higher sphere, while the connection between the supralunar and sublunar
worlds was established through the emanation of intelligibles from the Active Intellect to the
human intellect. The human intellect thereby reached actuality, and the transmission of
intelligibles to the faculty of imagination made prophecy and divination possible. The same
hierarchical structure was also reproduced in nature, the body, the soul, and the rational faculties
of the human being.

On the basis of this framework, al-Farabi locates human perfection in the actualization of the
intellect and the attainment of happiness, and he likewise explains society and the city in
relation to this end. Therefore, politics in his thought is not an independent and self-sufficient
discipline; rather, it is part of a system whose ultimate end is the intellectual perfection of the
human being. The article shows that, by drawing on Platonic and Aristotelian elements and
reconstructing them within the framework of the theory of intellect, al-Farabi transformed the
meaning of politics and changed it from an independent end of civic life into a means for
realizing human happiness and intellectual life. This transformation is also significant for
understanding the limited place of politics and its marginalization in an important part of the
philosophical tradition after al-Farabi.

In conclusion, al-Farabi’s system is fundamentally based on noetics and a hierarchical
structure, and his political thought is likewise subordinate to this structure. Various Greek
sources of his system have been identified, but the basic design and conception of this system
are considered to be al-Farabi’s own innovation. Avicenna adopted and developed this system
and transformed it into one of the dominant philosophical systems in the eastern Islamic world.
This system also influenced Arabic philosophy in al-Andalus and Latin philosophy in Europe.
The historical significance of al-Farabi in this account lies in the fact that, by creating a complex
and sophisticated system in a language other than Greek, he carried Greek philosophy beyond
the limits of earlier traditions and transformed it into an international philosophy and,
subsequently, into one of the sources of Western philosophy.
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