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Abstract

The "Personal Unity of Existence" (Wahdat al-Shakhsiyah li-l-Wujtid), an axiom of Islamic mysticism, has been
subject to various interpretations. According to the prevailing interpretation, existence is exclusively restricted to
the infinite Essence of God, thereby negating the reality of any other existent. Muslim philosophers predominantly
substantiate the personal unity of existence through the "Argument from Infinity" (Burhan al-Latanahi), positing
that the infinite existence of God intrinsically precludes the possibility of any other existence.

Conversely, Professor Fayyazi introduces the theory of "Existential Interpenetration" (Tadakhul-i Wujudi).
While affirming the infinitude of God's existence, he dismisses any supposed contradiction between Divine
infinity and the existence of other entities, arguing that creatures are subsumed within the expanse of God's
infinite existence. From his perspective, the theory of existential interpenetration serves as the sole valid
framework for elucidating how the multiplicity of creation is realized amidst the Creator's infinity.

In contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, in the first volume of his treatise The Rationality of Intuition (Aglaniyyat-
i Shuhud), critiques the theory of interpenetration while upholding the Argument from Infinity as the
singular sound proof for the personal unity of existence.

Employing a descriptive-analytical method through a library-based approach centered on The Rationality of
Intuition, this study investigates and evaluates these two theoretical paradigms. The findings demonstrate that,
in light of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s objections, the theory of existential interpenetration fails to reconcile the
concept of infinite existence with the negation of other existents alongside God. Consequently, the Argument
from Infinity remains conclusive, definitive, and philosophically sound in establishing its claim regarding the
personal unity of existence.
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Extended abstract

Ontological theories in Islamic philosophy regarding the relationship between the Necessary
Being (God) and contingent beings have consistently represented one of the most profound
debates within the intellectual tradition. Here, four macro-approaches can be identified. First,
the theory of philosophers prior to Transcendent Theosophy, such as Avicenna, posits that the
multiplicity of beings is accepted as distinctly differentiated, where the Necessary Being and
contingent entities exist in a composite and distinct manner. Second, the theory of the gradation
of existence (Tashkik al-Wujud), introduced in Transcendent Theosophy, depicts beings within
a simple continuum ranging from intense to weak degrees, asserting that objective realization
is exclusive to existence while quiddities are mental abstractions. Third, the theory of the
personal unity of existence (Wahdat al-Wujud al-Shakhsi), which has mystical roots and was
adopted by Mulla Sadra, strictly denies the gradation of existence. According to this
perspective, all beings exist by a single absolute existence, and gradation occurs only within its
manifestations; this absolute existence is infinite, meaning no degree of existence can be
negated from it. Fourth, the novel theory of "existential interpenetration” (Tadakhul al-Wujudi),
proposed by Master Fayyazi, suggests that the infinite existence of God and multiple contingent
beings-possessing real, distinct existences-are realized in an interpenetrating manner. This
theory attempts to reconcile God's infinity with the real multiplicity of creatures by positing
that creatures have interpenetrated into the expanse of God's infinite existence.

The central challenge addressed in this research is the critical evaluation of the personal unity
of existence against the theory of existential interpenetration, specifically relying on Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli's monumental text Aglaniyyat-e Shuhud (Rationality of Intuition). Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli meticulously critiques various rational arguments traditionally established to
prove the personal unity of existence. Arguments such as receptional unity (Wahdat Qabili) are
rejected because they fail to distinguish between the concept of existence and its objective
referent. Similarly, arguments based on the negation of contingency from existence, the
negation of substantiality and accidentality, and the self-sufficiency of absolute existence are
systematically dismissed for assuming the external realization of absolute existence before
proving it. Consequently, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli concludes that these philosophical proofs are
logically flawed and that the only valid reasoning capable of demonstrating the personal unity
of existence is the "argument of infinity" (Burhan-e Bi-nahayat).

The argument of infinity operates on the foundational premise of God's absolute infinity,
utilizing the philosophical rule of the simple reality (Basit al-Hagigah). The logical formulation
posits that the Necessary Being is a simple reality, and every simple reality is infinite; therefore,
the Necessary Being is infinite. Building upon this, the argument asserts that an infinite
existence inherently leaves no ontological room for any other independent existence. Thus, the
realization of any existence other than God would necessitate a limitation in God's existence
and a deprivation of some existential perfection, rendering the infinity of God mutually
exclusive with the existence of anything else.

In stark contrast, the theory of existential interpenetration is built upon distinct philosophical
presuppositions, including the real multiplicity of existence, a specific interpretation of the
principality of existence where quiddities also have external realization, the reality of non-
existence, and the attribution of quiddity to the Necessary Being. Master Fayyazi argues that
God's infinity encompasses all realms of being without necessitating the negation of creatures.
Instead, creatures, while maintaining their real and independent existence, are situated along
the longitudinal axis of God's existence, interpenetrating without composition or admixture,
much like light interpenetrating a crystal. He suggests that since existential interpenetration is
a rational possibility, the argument of infinity cannot definitively negate the existence of
contingent beings.

However, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli poses four formidable critiques against the theory of
existential interpenetration. First, he highlights the incompatibility of interpenetration with the
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immutability of the Divine essence. Because created things are originated and contingent, any
interpenetration with them would also be an originated phenomenon, which is entirely
impossible within the immutable essence of God. Second, interpenetration contradicts the
absolute simplicity of the Exalted Necessary. The realization of another independent existence,
even if interpenetrating, necessitates a form of distinction and limitation in the Divine existence,
conflicting with His infinite and simple essence. Third, the theory conflicts with the rule of
emanation or modes (Tasha'un) established in Transcendent Theosophy, which posits that
cause and effect are not two independent existences and their distinction is purely analytical,
whereas interpenetration relies on real causality and essential distinction. Fourth, Ayatollah
Javadi Amoli argues that assuming two independent existences in the ontological system
necessarily implies the finitude of both. Any multiplicity requires distinction, and distinction
inherently necessitates an existential limit, which outright contradicts the concept of infinity. If
an existence is distinct and negated from God, God becomes limited solely to His own
existence.

In conclusion, the present research demonstrates that the theory of existential interpenetration
fails to reconcile the infinite nature of God's existence with the acceptance of a real multiplicity
of beings. The theory suffers from a strategic weakness in its inability to provide a coherent and
philosophically sound explanation for the "infinity of existence". By denying any degree of
existence from the essence of God and positing an existential distinction between the Creator
and the creature, the theory inherently creates an existential limit, thereby denying the infinite
nature of the Necessary Being. Therefore, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's philosophical approach,
which strictly restricts the proof of the personal unity of existence through the argument of
infinity, remains logically solid and unparalleled. This argument successfully proves that true
infinite existence leaves absolutely no room for the 'other,' invalidating any possibility of
longitudinal or transversal multiplicity, and affirming the personal unity of existence as the only
viable conclusion.
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