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Abstract

Raising doubts is one of the main goals of anti-philosophers of different eras in
confronting the totality of philosophical thought. Anti-philosophers in the
contemporary era are not exempt from this rule and have used this strategy by
focusing on the doubts surrounding the Sinavi philosophy in the two fields of
epistemology and ontology, in order to fuel an acute conflict with the whole of Islamic
philosophy. 1t is thought that by distorting phrases from Avicenna, regarding the
inability of the human intellectual system to study logical limits, it is possible to obtain
a confession from Avicenna and thereby promote the inability of all systems of Islamic
philosophy even to benefit minimally in the fields of rational knowledge.

Analyzing these doubts and showing the hidden and obvious purposes depends on
introducing the basic principle of knowledge in the Sinavi philosophical system,
which, despite the reputation of this school's emphasis on pure thought and purely
acquired science, intuition plays a fundamental role in Ibn Sina's explicit words, and
the doubts of impotence It refers Islamic philosophical systems to its source in
obtaining knowledge. Investigating these doubts in the realm of understanding the
essence of things and self-knowledge and purifying philosophical thought from these
deviations and fallacies is an important goal that will make us more familiar with the
epistemological foundations and intentions of famous philosophers such as Ibn Sina
and will help us reach the truth.
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Extended abstract

Opposition to philosophical thought has manifested in various forms throughout history;
however, the most prevalent and effective tactics have been the fabrication of objections and
the distortion of the philosophers' statements and intentions. In the contemporary era,
opponents of philosophy have employed this same strategy-focusing on objections regarding
Avicennian philosophy in the realms of epistemology and ontology-to cloak their all-out assault
on schools of Islamic philosophy in a veneer of rationality. They believe that by distorting
Avicenna’s statements concerning the limitations of the human intellect in formulating precise
logical definitions, they can extract an admission from him that serves to undermine
philosophical thought and methodology; they aim to conclude that Islamic philosophical
systems are incapable of yielding even minimal results in the spheres of rational and religious
knowledge. Analyzing these objections and revealing their underlying-and overt-agendas
requires an examination of the fundamental source of knowledge in Avicenna’s philosophical
system. Contrary to the common perception that this school rests solely on pure thought and
acquired knowledge (*ilm-i husuli*), Avicenna’s own explicit and unadorned statements reveal
that intuition plays a foundational role. It is precisely this clarity of expression that traces the
source of these objections-which portray Islamic philosophical systems as impotent in the
acquisition of knowledge-back to the very nature of that foundational principle. An analytical
examination of these objections-within the realm of grasping the essences of things and self-
knowledge-serves to purge philosophical thought of deviations, fallacies, and erroneous aims;
it familiarizes us with the epistemological foundations and objectives of renowned philosophers
such as Avicenna and aids us in attaining the truth.

Epistemological foundations play an unparalleled and undeniable role as the basis upon
which philosophical thought is constructed; they are also the starting point for correctly
grasping philosophical theories and formulating a sound worldview. Many self-styled
philosophers have gone astray in this field, becoming trapped in their own flawed
understandings and rising in opposition to the very essence of philosophical thought. Ibn Sina
has not been spared from this onslaught; certain detractors have sought to distort his
prominent epistemological views to serve their own anti-philosophical agendas and to
propagate specious, reason-undermining arguments against philosophical inquiry.
Consequently, the robust ideas of the "Chief Master" (Sheikh al-Ra'is) Ibn Sina have-across
various eras-been subjected to distortion and denial by those hostile to philosophy. Realizing
that a direct confrontation with Avicenna’s solid, rational positions would prove
counterproductive, these opponents have resorted to distorting his views, aiming to achieve
their ends by imposing specious arguments and presenting inverted interpretations of his
theories and foundational principles. Certain commentaries on the book *Al-Isharat wa-I-
Tanbihat*-which are, in reality, critiques intended to undermine the text-as well as polemical
writings published under the title *Hikmat-e Bu-Ali* (The Wisdom of Avicenna), bear witness
to this phenomenon. This reality is evident in the intense reaction to Ghazali’s approach toward
Avicennian philosophy-a reaction that prompted other Ash'arite opponents, such as Fakhr Razi,
to alter their tactics: under the guise of "explaining the intent" (*sharh-e maqsad*), they would
first distort the original objectives and then refute these very fabrications. This enabled them
to more easily achieve their ultimate goal-namely, dismantling the philosophical method and
prioritizing scriptural authority (*sam™) over reason and rational inquiry. This recurring
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stratagem persists in the modern era through similarly distorted claims. Merely contrasting
these self-righteous, one-sided interpretations with the actual texts of Ibn Sina suffices to
expose the frailty of the arguments, rendering further analysis unnecessary. The outcome of
such obfuscation and misrepresentation is the pursuit of agendas-such as virulent anti-
philosophism-aimed at stripping Islamic philosophy and wisdom of their substance. This reality
is observable in the primary sources of these misconceptions, such as the book *Hikmat-e Bu-
Ali* (The Wisdom of Avicenna). The oscillation between an unprincipled defense of Tbn Sina the
person-as opposed to his philosophical objectives-and the casting of doubt upon his actual
words, reveals the confusion plaguing anti-philosophical opponents throughout the history of
"incoherence" polemics (*tahafut-navisi*).

In this process, the claims and distorted interpretations that give rise to the alleged doubts
are first scrutinized and compared against the explicit text of Ibn Sina’s own words. This
comparison demonstrates that the distortion of clear statements-if it proves nothing else-
certainly reveals how detractors, whenever they wish, will fashion any weapon they please from
any statement, entirely disregarding logical or grammatical coherence.

The second step examines the inferences drawn from these distorted phrases and self-
contrived doubts-inferences that transform Ibn Sina from a philosophical figure into an anti-
philosophical one. This transformation relies on the notion that he lacks the philosophical
foundations essential to epistemology and, consequently, cannot be classified as a philosopher.

The third step presents the correct interpretation of the misused passages, grounded in Ibn
Sina’s own philosophical principles. This analysis addresses his epistemological method and its
core elements, as well as key Avicennian foundations-such as the role of intuition, even in the
formation of acquired knowledge (*ma'‘rifat-e husuli®).
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