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Abstract

The "types of proof" and their applicability in philosophy constitute a fundamental debate,
particularly within Transcedent Philosophy. This paper critically analyzes Allameh Tabataba'i's
restriction of philosophical proof to inni (a posteriori) proof via general concomitances,
alongside its critiques by contemporary commentators. Relying on the principle "that which
possesses a caused is known only through its cause" and the definition of philosophy's subject
matter, Allameh deems both inni proof based on specific concomitance and limmi (a priori)
proof impossible in resolving philosophical problems. He argues that proceeding from effect to
cause fails to yield certitude, and "existence qua existence" lacks an external cause. Conversely,
critics assert that inni proof yields certitude, citing the conflation between the realms of
assertion (ithbat) and reality (thubut), or proposing inni proof via knowledge by presence.
Furthermore, through frameworks like "conceptual-analytical causality," "inter-level
existential causality," "the reduction of general concomitances to limmi proof," and its
application in theology proper-while accepting "narrower essential accidents"-they attempt to
validate limmi proof in philosophy. Through a critical analysis, this study demonstrates that
these critiques particularly “conceptual-analytical causality” either misinterpret Allameh's
thesis or rely on foundational premises he rejects, rendering them foundational disagreements.
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Extended abstract

Background and Purpose: The methodology and epistemic feasibility of the types of
demonstration (burhan) in metaphysics constitute one of the most foundational epistemological
and methodological inquiries within Islamic philosophy, in classical Aristotelian logic and
Islamic philosophy, demonstrative syllogisms are fundamentally categorized-based on the
ontological role of the middle term in the realm of reality (thubiit)-into two primary classes:

1 burhan limmi (demonstration propter quid / causal demonstration, which proceeds from
cause to effect and reveals both the existence and the causal reason of the conclusion) and

2.burhan inni (demonstration quia, which establishes merely the factual existence of the
conclusion). The latter is traditionally divided into dalil (the inference from an effect to its
cause) and inn mutlaq (absolute quia, comprising inferences from one effect to another through
a common cause, or inferences based on conceptual concomitants).

Against this classical backdrop, ‘Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i, in his
seminal works including Risalat al-Burhan, Nihayat al-Hikmah, and his critical glosses on al-
Asfar al-Arba‘ah, advanced a distinctive and controversial thesis: he asserted that within First
Philosophy (metaphysics proper), neither standard causal burhan inni nor burhan limmi is
viable.

Instead, the sole epistemological avenue for philosophical demonstration is strictly confined
to burhan inn1 via general conceptual concomitants (al-mulazamat al‘ammah). The primary
objective of this study is to provide a rigorous re-reading of ‘Allamah Tabataba’i’s doctrine,
conduct a critical analysis of the objections raised against it by his prominent commentators
and disciples (notably Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, and Professor
Gholamreza Fayyazi), and present a systematic defense of his stance grounded in the core
principles of Sadrian ontology.

Methodology and Formulation of ‘Allamah Tabataba’t’s Stance: ‘Allamah Tabataba’i’s
restriction of philosophical methodology rests upon two distinct arguments that systematically
negate both conventional burhan inni and burhan limmi:

1. Negation of Burhan Inni (Effect-to-Cause Inference): Invoking the fundamental
epistemological maxim "Dhawat al-asbab 1a tu‘raf illa bi-asbabiha" (Caused entities cannot be
truly known except through their causes), Tabataba’1 argues that a demonstration must
yield apodictic  certainty (yaqin). Because the existence of an effect is inherently dependent
upon and conditioned by its cause, epistemic certitude regarding an effect qua effect is
impossible prior to the knowledge of its cause.

Entertaining doubt regarding the cause necessarily implies the potential non-existence of the
effect itself. Thus, deducing the cause from the effect either fails to provide certainty or entails
vicious epistemic circularity (dawr). Consequently, both dalil and the first variety of inn mutlag
(effect-to-effect through a common cause) are disqualified from yielding philosophical
certainty.

2. Negation of Burhan Limmi (Cause-to-Effect Inference): A limmi demonstration requires
the middle term to serve in external reality as the cause of the inherence of the major term
(predicate) in the minor term (subject).

However, the subject of First Philosophy is "existent qua existent” (al-mawjtd bima huwa
mawjud)-the most universal and all-encompassing reality, outside of which no ontological
realm exists. Furthermore, the essential accidents (al-a‘rad al-dhatiyyah) demonstrated in
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metaphysics are co-extensive (musawi) with this subject. Therefore, the conclusions of
philosophical demonstrations encompass the totality of existence, precluding the possibility of
any external reality that could function as an ontological cause for universal existence or its co-
extensive attributes.

Findings and Critical Evaluation of Counterarguments :

Contemporary commentators have mounted several challenges to rehabilitate burhan inni and
burhan limmi in philosophy, which this study critically evaluates as follows:

1 .Certainty in Burhan InnT via Unique Causality and Separation of Epistemic/Ontic Orders:
Critics such as Mesbah Yazdi and Fayyazi maintain that when a cause is uniquely exclusive, or
when the order of discovery (ithbat) is distinguished from the order of being (thubiit), inferring
the cause from the effect yields certainty. In response, it is demonstrated that an effect is an
ontologically conditioned reality (wujud mashrit); apprehending a conditioned being without
verifying its condition is impossible even in the epistemic order. The exclusivity of the cause
does not eliminate this intrinsic ontological dependency.

2 Burhan Inn1 through Knowledge by Presence (‘ilm hudari*): It has been suggested that
presential intuition of an effect can lead to acquired conceptual knowledge (‘ilm husiili) of the
cause. However, in presential knowledge, the reality of the effect is pure relational existence
(wujad rabit), the intuition of which is impossible without simultaneously intuiting the
independent sustaining cause. Moreover, presential knowledge cannot directly configure the
propositional terms of a syllogism.

3 .Analytical Causality (al ‘illiyyah al-tahliliyyah) and the Tripartite Distinction (Concept,
Meaning, Referent):

posits that causal dependence between conceptual meanings (ma‘ani) within a single
external referent (misdaq) qualifies as burhan limmi. In rebuttal, this study establishes that
metaphysical predicates are "co-implicative" (mutasawiq) with being—meaning they apply to
the identical reality from the exact same aspect of predication (haythiyyat al-sidq), without any
real or analytical multiplicity in the objective realm (nafs al-amr). Analytical causality is
applicable only where multiple aspects of predication exist (such as matter and form). Claiming
semantic multiplicity in pure existence conflates the mental order of abstraction (intiza‘) with
the order of objective predication (sidq).

4 Causality Across Gradational Levels (tashkik) and Specific Accidents:

Critics argue that higher ontological levels cause lower ones, thereby enabling limmi
demonstrations. This critique, however, stems from an alternative baseline that accepts essential
accidents narrower than the subject (al-“arad al-dhati al-akhass), a position Tabataba’1 explicitly
rejects, as specific ontological strata fall outside the universal scope of First Philosophy.

5 Reduction of General Concomitants to Burhan Limmi: Attempting to reduce conceptual
co-necessity (wujub bi-al-qiyas) to an underlying ontological cause conflates general
conceptual concomitance with specific external causation and denies the reality of tasawugq.

Conclusion: ‘Allamah Tabataba’’s doctrine regarding the restriction of philosophical
methodology to burhan inni via general concomitants remains philosophically rigorous and
fully aligned with the fundamental tenets of Sadrian ontology. In this method, the intellect
moves purely through the conceptual analysis of co-implicative attributes of being,
transitioning from one universal concomitant to another without reliance on external causes or
forced analytical causation.
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