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2. Representation
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The Philosophical Possibility of the Genesis of Artificial Intelligence in the
Light of Cartesian—Hobbesian Thought

Mohammad Hossein Vafaian !
Abstract

Artificial intelligence and, consequently, cognitive science became possible in the mid-
twentieth century, based on the fundamental idea of “cognition as computation.”
However, artificial intelligence did not introduce a new idea into this understanding of
cognition, and in fact, it was based on the ideas of philosophers before it, from the
Greeks to Leibniz that made such an understanding possible and meaningful. In this
direction, Descartes and Hobbes are two of the most influential philosophers in the
possibility and establishment of artificial intelligence, and this essay seeks to analyze
and reveal this influence by analyzing the views of these two philosophers, while
discovering their points of commonality and difference.

The outcome of this research is to highlight two turns on the part of Descartes and Hobbes.
On the part of Descartes, “soul” was reduced to “mind,” and also a new interpretation of
the Platonic “idea,” that is, the consideration of the exemplary idea as conceptual and
abstract ideas that pave the way for the transformation of substance into function, was very
influential. On the other hand, in light of the specific approach of his political philosophy
and also his influence on the Stoics, cognition was reduced to “counting and arithmetic,”

and on the other hand, the Cartesian mind also finds the possibility of being reduced to

1. Professor, Department of Science and Technology Studies, Amirkabir University.
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something material. The sum of these several turns in the lives of these two philosophers,
along with other efforts in the history of philosophy and logic, provided the philosophical
possibility of artificial intelligence several centuries later, a possibility that would not have

been possible without Cartesian and Hobbesian ideas.

Keywords: Decart, Hobbes, artificial intelligence, mind, computation.
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The Imperative of Sacred Science: Reintegrating Transcendent
Knowledge into Modern Educational Paradigms

Hamid Armani !
Ali salmani 2

Abstract

In the contemporary intellectual landscape, the concept of Scientia Sacra—or Sacred
Science—emerges as a critical corrective, necessitating a profound redefinition of the
prevailing modern paradigm of education. This study posits that authentic science
transcends mere secular inquiry into natural phenomena; it encompasses a disciplined,
logical, yet simultaneously sacral contemplation of nature. Drawing principally upon the
foundational works of perennialist philosophers - notably Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Frithjof
Schuon, and René Guénon - this research elucidates the epistemic and ontological status
of Sacred Science within contemporary pedagogy.

Employing a qualitative methodology of content analysis and philosophical hermeneutics,
the investigation excavates the perennialist intellectual tradition across three constitutive
axes: a sacred ontology, a sapiential anthropology, and an intuitive epistemology. Its
central inquiry addresses how the revitalization of Sacred Science can diagnose and
remediate the prevailing crisis of spirituality endemic to modern educational frameworks.
Beyond theoretical exposition, the study proposes an operational model for the principled
integration of sacred knowledge into contemporary curricular design. Its primary scholarly
innovation lies in constructing a practical framework for re-engineering educational

programs grounded in the tenets of Sacred Science.

1. student of Philosophy of Education in Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran. (Hamid.armani@khu.ac.ir)

2. associate professor in philosophy of art in Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran. (salmani@basu.ac.ir.)
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The findings demonstrate that Sacred Science, conceived as holistic and integrative
knowledge, fosters a balanced and comprehensive pedagogy. It achieves this by
prioritizing the cultivation of humanity's transcendent dimension, facilitating profound
self-discovery and spiritual identity formation, harmonizing the diverse aspects of human
existence, and instilling inner discipline. Proposed pedagogical strategies include a
hermeneutical re-engagement with the concept of religion, the incorporation of sacred art,
the rebalancing of rational faculties, and the nurturing of the inward journey.

In conclusion, this research asserts that the perennialist approach, anchored in the
principles of spiritual intellect and philosophia perennis, possesses the requisite capacity
to enrich the modern educational paradigm. By transcending its characteristic
reductionism, this approach paves the way for spiritual transcendence and the formation
of an integrated, balanced human identity, capable of navigating the complexities of the

contemporary world.

Keywords: Perennialism, Sacred Science, Spiritual Education, Philosophia Perennis,

Crisis of Modernity.
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A Comparison of the "Mutassarifa Faculty" in Islamic Philosophy

with the Association Areas of the Brain in Neuroscience

Zohreh Salahshoor Sefidsangi
Abstract
In Islamic philosophy, the "Mutassarifa faculty” (al-quwwa al-mutassarifah) plays a key
role in processing perceptual information. This faculty is responsible for combining and
separating sensory forms (suwar hissiyya) and particular meanings, acting as an
intermediary link between sensory perception and the higher activities of the mind. In
contrast, neuroscience has identified the association areas of the brain, which consist of
complex networks within the cerebral cortex that integrate and interpret different types
of sensory information.
Therefore, the present study addresses this question: Despite the functional similarities
between the Mutassarifa faculty and the brain's association areas, are these two concepts
also aligned in explaining the reality and the efficient cause (‘illa fa‘iliyya) of
perception? The aim is to clarify the relationship between these two models in
explaining the phenomenon of perceptual integration, through a conceptual and
ontological comparison, using the method of comparative analysis and a comparative
approach.
The findings indicate that although both concepts share significant structural similarities
at the functional level, they are in fundamental conflict at the ontological level. From a
Sadrian perspective (the philosophy of Mulla Sadra), neuroscience only deals with
"preparatory causes" (‘ilal i‘dadiyya) and material mechanisms and is oblivious to the
true "efficient cause" of perception, namely the soul (nafs or spirit) as the creator of
perceptual forms. Accordingly, the functional similarity of these two models does not
conceal their ontological distinction. From the perspective of Sadrian philosophy, the
explanation offered by neuroscience, despite all its precision in describing mechanisms,

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Farhangian University, Tehran.
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is incapable of explaining the reality of perception. This analysis represents a necessary
step in determining the scope and limits of interdisciplinary dialogue between

philosophy and neuroscience.

Keywords: Mutassarifa (Compositive/Combinative Faculty), Association Areas,

Sensory Perception, Imaginal Perception, Intellectual Perception.
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Mystical Interpretation of the Holy Quranic Verse, Case Study:
Fanari's Opinions and His Perception of Ibn Arabi's Doctrine of '""Day"

Mahdi Hassan Ahangari !

Abstract

The Noble Quran mentions certain temporal intervals with distinct characteristics, such
as the “Day of the Lord” (Yawm Rabb), the “Day of the Ascending Stairways” (Yawm
Dhi al-Ma‘arij), the “Day of Resurrection” (Yawm al-Qiyamah), and the “Blessed Night
of Decree” (Laylat al-Qadr), collectively referred to as the “Divine Days” (Ayyam
Ilahiyyah). The interpretation and mystical exegesis (ta’wil) of these sacred times have
always been a subject of discussion and contemplation among Quranic commentators
(mufassirtin), theologians (mutakallimiin), and divine philosophers (hukama’). This
paper, which falls within the scope of fundamental research, centers on the concern and
core issue of achieving a more precise understanding of these temporal intervals based
on the perspective of commentators of the Ibn ‘Arabi school - especially Muhammad
ibn Hamzah al-Fanari - regarding the key term “Yawm” (Day). What is understood from
Ibn ‘Arabi’s own writings and their reflection in al-Fanari’s views is that “Yawm”
encompasses any interval of existence in which a manifestation (zuhtir) and a
concealment (khafa’) occur-manifestation corresponding to ‘“day” (nahar) and
concealment to “night” (layl). Through a descriptive-analytical method, this study
arrives at a deeper, ontology-based understanding of the Divine Days, considering each
of these intervals as a ““Yawm” among the Divine Days. In each such “Yawm,” a certain
reality either becomes manifest and then returns to concealment, or vice versa; the only
difference among these Days lies in their relative length or brevity.

Keywords: Quran, Day, Fanari, Day of the Lord, Day of Dhul-Ma‘arij, Day of Qiyamah,
Laylat al-Qadr
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Abstract
In the contemporary era, the scientific and civilizational coordinates of Islamic Iran bear
fundamental similarities to the Translation Movement and the formative era of Shi‘ite
Iran. During those periods, Islamic Wisdom, through a strategic encounter, paved the
way for the Islamic transformation of translated knowledge and the realization of
Islamic civilization. Consequently, continuing this path necessitates the emergence of
scholars possessing strategic thinking who, by enacting the role of a "Reviving Teacher"
akin to Al-Farabi and Mirdamad, organize the institution of knowledge towards
civilizational goals.
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, as a Divine Philosopher, relying on the heritage of Islamic
Wisdom and viewing the requirements of Theoretical and Practical Wisdom, has opened
new horizons for realizing Religious Knowledge. These fundamental strategies,
facilitating a divine transformation in knowledge, include:
1. Assimilating and elevating Genitive Philosophies by expanding the scope of religion
and linking all dimensions of existence to "Divine Action".
2. Refining natural knowledge via a new exposition of the demarcation criterion
between knowledge and non-knowledge based on Divine Philosophy.
3. Negating knowledge-religion conflict by deeming the opposition of Reason and
Revelation impossible, and determining their harmonious status in the geometry of
religious knowledge.
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4. Maximally utilizing knowledge by distinguishing the context of practice and research
from the researcher's theory and belief.

5. Giving religious identity to technical sciences by explaining the criterion of
"Hujjiyyah" (Religious Authority) in Practical Wisdom.

Keywords: Revealed Rationality, Religious Knowledge, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli,
Classification of Knowledge, Strategic Approach.
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Abstract
The present study aims to evaluate the ontological arguments for Platonic Forms from
Mulla Sadra's perspective, focusing on the systematic critiques of Professor Javadi
Amuli. Relying on the principles of the Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikma al-
muta‘aliya)—such as the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujid), substantial motion (al-
haraka al-jawhariyya), and the gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujud)—Sadra
presents a novel interpretation of Platonic Forms. He regards them not as mere mental
concepts but as independent, immaterial substances that serve as the existential causes
for natural species in the material world. To prove this theory, he employs several
arguments, namely the "epistemological,” "motion," "effects in bodies,” and
"perception” proofs. In contrast, while generally accepting the principle of Forms,
Professor Javadi Amuli has critically examined these arguments. From his viewpoint,
the proofs from motion and effects in bodies ultimately only establish a “general
immaterial principle™ and cannot prove the existence of multiple, specific Forms for
each species. Furthermore, in the epistemological argument, the unification of multiple
forms in the intellectual realm is incompatible with the plurality of individual existential
paths. The perception argument also faces challenges in substantiating the complete
independence of each Form. The final assessment of this article indicates that although
these critiques reveal weaknesses in the formulation of some of Sadra's arguments, the
core of his theory remains defensible through a reinterpretation guided by principles
such as the gradation of existence and unity within multiplicity. In this final
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interpretation, the multiplicity of Forms is considered accidental, arising from the mode
of perception and diverse relations to the simple reality of the Active Intellect. Utilizing
an analytical-comparative method based on library resources, this article concludes that
Javadi Amulf's critiques aim not to negate but to correct and deepen the Sadrian theory
of Forms, ultimately affirming its internal coherence within the system of Transcendent
Philosophy. The necessity of this research stems from a gap in previous studies;
although Sadra's innovation in synthesizing Transcendent Philosophy with the theory of
Forms is recognized, the serious and detailed challenges raised by a contemporary
philosopher like Javadi Amuli have not yet been comprehensively examined and
evaluated. Addressing these critiques is essential for assessing the robustness and
internal coherence of one of Sadra's most distinctive doctrines.

keywords: Mulla Sadra, Philosophical Analysis, Arguments for the Forms, Javadi
Amoli, Considerations, Unity in Multiplicity.
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